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ITCHINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL  

Minutes of Extraordinary Planning Meeting held on Wednesday 4th February 2026 in the Jubilee Room of the Village 

Hall at 7:30pm 

Present:  

Cllr Ross Dye – Vice Chairman (presided as Chairman) 

Cllr Rob Fryatt 
Cllr Sarah Peay  
Cllr Brian O’Connor  
Cllr Nick Yeo  
Cllr Jenny Cass 
Cllr Elaine French 
Cllr Rebecca Jackson 

District Cllr Kasia Greenwood  

Locum Clerk (Justin Tyler) 

Squires Planning (Andrew Metcalfe) 

Members of the Public: 84 

  
1. Apologies for Absence  

Apologies received from Cllrs A Strudley (Chairman), S Ott, L Awcock 

 
2. Declarations of Interest - Members are reminded to make any declaration of personal and/or prejudicial 

interest that they may have in relation to items on the agenda.  All Cllrs declared a personal interest with 

regard Item 3 as they live within the parish. 

 
3. Planning - DC/25/2057 – Proposed development of 68 dwellings – Land North of Little Slaughterford, 

Chapel Road, Barns Green:  

I. Any further new information from the Barns Green Steering Committee – 10 mins  

The representative from the Barns Green Steering Committee (BGSC) provided their gratitude to the 

Parish Council and to the public for their support and presence of 84 residents at the meeting. 

Various errors in the planning application documentation had been referenced including a WSCC 

Highways report incorrectly stating the no.9 bus travels through and stops in Barns Green, and 

furthermore incorrectly states it does so hourly. 

BGSC requested the Parish Council’s support to submit an objection to the Local Planning Authority 

(Horsham District Council). 

The presiding Chairman of the meeting (Cllr Dye) advised that the Parish Council had made contact 

with the LPA and raised the issue of the errors but encouraged residents to come forward with any 

other issues or errors within the documentation. 

II. Any further comments from members of the public on this planning application – 10 mins  

Various residents expressed their concerns and objections to the planning application DC/25/2057.  

Matters raised included: 

• Whether Southern Electric/UKPN had been consulted on the planning application and asked 

to comment. 

• Concerns over the discussions by HDC in their emerging Local Plan and its site allocations and 

that an FOI request should be submitted for their meeting minutes of such discussions. 

• Issues around missing paperwork and information previously discussed at the last council 

meeting in relation to DC/25/2057. 

• General clarification over the Planning Process including: 

o Confirmation that HDC’s Planning Committee meeting would be open to the public to 

view in person and online, but there are limited speaking slots. 

o A minimum of 8 objections would be required for it to go to HDC’s Planning 

Committee for further consideration should the Planning Officers recommend the 

application for approval. 
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o HDC will still accept and review comments after the statutory consultation deadline 

date. 

• Clarification that the emerging Horsham District Local Plan is not made, but holds some 

weight in decision making having reached examination. 

• Concerns over the level of protection afforded by the recently made Itchingfield 

Neighbourhood Plan in relation to speculative development. 

• Clarification was provided that Village Green applications cannot be applied for whilst there is 

a live planning application for the site as a method of protecting the site from development. 

• Residents were encouraged to come forward with any evidence and information relating to 

the site being used and referred to as a village green. 

 

III. Itchingfield Parish Council to finalise representation to be sent to HDC Planning 5 February 2026  

The presiding Chairman reminded members that the Parish Council’s comments should focus on 

relevant planning policy and material planning considerations. 

A draft representation, prepared with professional planning assistance from Squires Planning, had 

been circulated to members in advance. Members considered the planning application and discussed 

the principal planning issues and policy context. The meeting also clarified the planning process with 

the Local Planning Authority and the statutory deadline for submitting responses. It was confirmed 

that the Parish Council would submit its representation prior to the deadline, subject to the resolution 

of this Extraordinary Council Meeting. 

Andrew Metcalfe (Squires Planning) provided an overview of the policy position and high-level material 

considerations, including that the planning system is plan led and that Itchingfield has a made 

Neighbourhood Plan, made in October 2025. It was noted during discussion that the proposal is not 

compliant with the Itchingfield Neighbourhood Plan.  

The implications of Horsham District Council’s current position on five year housing land supply and 

the application of the NPPF tilted balance were considered. The emerging Horsham District Local Plan 

was discussed, and it was noted that the weight to be attributed to it is limited in light of the 

Examiner’s position.  

It was also noted that the Itchingfield Neighbourhood Plan is the most recent and locally specific policy 

document, and that the Horsham District Planning Framework (2015) is now over ten years old. 

Further discussion took place in relation to the appeal decision concerning the Horsham Golf Fitness 

proposal (circa 800 dwellings) and Horsham District Council’s steps to seek a judicial review. It was 

observed that, in some circumstances, neighbourhood plan policies can be outweighed where the 

benefits of a proposal significantly outweigh adverse impacts, and members discussed the extent to 

which that principle may be relevant.  

The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council’s final response would be published on the Local 

Planning Authority planning portal. Cllr N Yeo emphasised the importance of focusing on a principal 

planning point, including the Itchingfield Neighbourhood Plan and that the proposed development is 

outside the Built Up Area Boundary (BUAB). Cllr Fryatt noted the level of detail and structure of the 

professional advice received from Squires Planning and its usefulness in supporting a robust 

submission to the Local Planning Authority. 

Following further discussion and having taken account of the information presented and professional 

advice received, Itchingfield Parish Council RESOLVED unanimously to submit an objection to planning 

application DC/25/2057. 

Cllr Dye proposed authorising expenditure of up to £10,000 for specialist technical guidance, 

professional advice and consultancy in relation to the planning application, as required.  Seconded by 

Cllr O’Connor and RESOLVED unanimously. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED: 

- Locum Clerk (Justin Tyler) to assist in submitting the objection to the LPA (to copy in Chairman, 

Vice Chairman and the Clerk). 

- The objection/response to DC/25/2057 to be uploaded to the Itchingfield Parish Council website. 
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4. Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Monday 23rd February 2026.     Meeting end time: 8:15pm 


