County Council Report – IPC – January 2026
Budget 2026/27
We are working hard to balance the budget for 2026/27 so we can continue to deliver essential services to communities across West Sussex.  The County Council delivers 80% of services to residents, 300 in total from Blue Badge applications, trading standards, libraries to adults and children’s social services.  Currently we are projecting a budget for the next financial year of over £2.3billion.
The proposals for Our Council Plan and how we intend to spend this money will go to our Performance and Finance Scrutiny Committee on 28th January. The Cabinet will then meet to recommend the plan and budget for approval by Full Council on 20th February.
At the same time, work is ongoing with our partners to prepare West Sussex for devolution and local government reorganisation.
New plan for children and young people in West Sussex
A bold new plan that outlines how the County Council and its partners will work towards improving outcomes for children and young people across the county has been published.
The Children and Young People’s Plan 2026-2029 outlines five key priorities designed to make West Sussex a place where children feel supported and able to thrive. There is a new animation on the website that helps to explain the plan in a clear and simple way.
The plan was published in the same week that government inspectors said that children and young people in West Sussex are receiving the support they need to thrive, stay safe, and reach their full potential.  Feedback from Ofsted has highlighted the quality of services for children in need of help and protection.

	


Help with your mental health
If you’re over 18, the “How Are You Really Feeling?” website offers supportive online resources and details of people you can talk to.
For children and young people - visit eWellbeing for friendly support, information and practical tips to help manage stress, anxiety and low mood.

