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180816 Barns Green Community Application for a 
Mini Roundabout at Village Crossroads 
 

 
 

Application details 
 

 

Issues, needs and/or initiatives and benefits Enter a description of issues, needs and/or initiatives and benefits, 

with evidence to support them. 
 

Barns Green Village Crossroads is situated at the junction of Sandhills Road, Chapel Road, 
Two Mile Ash Road and Muntham Drive. The first two roads are the main road through the 
village, with Muntham drive being a lane access for residents and village amenities. 
 
Large numbers of vehicles use these two main roads through the village. The majority of 
drivers drive well in excess of the speed limit in this area. This is evidenced by the 
information from the March 2017 traffic survey. 
(http://wstrafficdata.cdmf.info/Account/login) 

 

 

http://wstrafficdata.cdmf.info/Account/login
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Two Mile Ash Road is also very busy as it is frequently used by traffic entering Trout Lane 
from the Coolham area and beyond, as this is a cut through to Broadbridge Heath, Gatwick, 
Christ’s Hospital railway station and other areas. 
 
Additionally, the area is busy due to the location of new single site Barns Green School. 
Twice per day in term time, Mondays to Fridays, this area is congested with vehicles, 
pedestrians and children. 97% of the children (a total of 111 pupils) live between 1 mile and 
4.5 miles from the school. This necessitates that they are dropped off and collected by 
parents in vehicles. This is evidenced by information provided by the school. 
 
Muntham Drive is a private road but is used extensively by various types of vehicles. It 
serves as an access lane to: - 
 

a) Numerous houses, businesses and farms 
b) Muntham House School is accessed via Muntham Drive, practically every pupil is 

brought to and from the school by taxi each day      http://www.muntham.org.uk  
c) Barns Green Village Hall http://www.barnsgreenvillagehall.co.uk is used 360 days 

each year, and frequently 3 times each day by different organisations. The busy 
facility has been extended in 2018. 

d) The new village car park outside the Village Hall that has added 50 spaces 
e) Village Playground that is used every day. 
f) the Sports and Social Club that has 500 plus members and is open every day of the 

year 
g) The Village Green that is used all the year round most days of the week by the many 

sports organisations, and residents of the village 
h) The Barns Green Village Playgroup use the village hall 5 days a week during term 

time, providing all day service 
 
All this activity makes the crossroads a very busy place for pedestrians, residents and 
vehicles, particularly at peak times. The residents concern regarding safety arises due to the 
high speed of traffic travelling the North-South axis of Chapel Road and Sandhills Road. The 
traffic survey shows that more than 44% of vehicles exceeded the 30mph speed limit with 
thousands faster than 35mph as previously stated. 
In support of the School walk to school initiative and to understand up to date vehicle 
movements during school time drop off, two surveys were conducted in January 2018. 
 
It is important to realise that in the morning hour surveyed some 440 vehicles passed on the 
first day and 420 on the second in a one-hour period from 8:00 am to 9:00 am – BUSY 
Crossroads mixing pedestrians including children, with vehicles. 
 

http://www.muntham.org.uk/
http://www.barnsgreenvillagehall.co.uk/
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The school has been trying to get parents to park in the car park in Muntham Drive, and 
walk the children to school. This would be on an individual basis, or as an organised scheme 
like a walking crocodile. However, parents are reluctant to do either because of the 
dangerous crossroads. Currently they drop off and pick up children at the school which in 
itself causes congestion and dangers at the school area. 
 
Significant research and many discussions with Highways as concluded that: 20 mph limit in 
the area would not have sufficient police presence to be enforced; a 20 mph Zone would 
introduce pollution from both noise and emissions and the necessary physical buildouts etc. 
would create further undesirable ‘race’ conditions. 
 
The conclusion following discussion with residents and local leaders is to implement a mini-
roundabout and an appropriate crossing point for school children and others. It is 
considered that this would make the area safer and reduce traffic speed. 
 

 

Proposed works or activity Enter a description of the proposed works or activity. 

 

To paint a mini roundabout with 4 give way markers, one for each road, and directional 

markings around the roundabout. Any necessary warning signage to be erected. An appropriate 

crossing from Muntham Drive to Two Mile Ash Road to be provided for adults to walk 

“crocodiles” of children to school from the Muntham Drive parking area. 

 

If it was necessary to create extra space to implement any scheme there is room at the corner of 

the green by the signpost. 

 

Discussions have been held with West Sussex Highways in support of a school crossing and 

patrol. Support is planned to enable parents and guardians to use the parking spaces along 

Muntham Drive and the Village car park to park then walk children to and from school. A 

crossing supervisor will be appointed and works carried out to provide a safe walkway for all. 

 

The community wish to have just one crossing point across Chapel Road, as in the picture below 

with the necessary signage and hard standing. 
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The alternative crossing at the Sandhills Road side of the junction would see pedestrians arrive 

onto a narrow-paved area that is darkened by shadow of the houses. Those going to school 

would then have to cross Two Mile Ash Road to get to and from school. Additional further work 

would be necessary to build a dry pathway across the Green and cut back the trees. The 

Sandhills Road crossing point is therefore very undesirable. 

 

 
 

The School supports the above design for the ‘walk to school’ route when parking in Muntham 

Drive and the Village Car Park. The crossing to be made across Chapel Road as shown in the 

picture above. This solution would also support those walking to the Playgroup held each day at 

the Village Hall, and the many village activities on the green. 

 

A ‘walk to school’ path has been created in Oxted, for Dane Hill School and references taken up 

reveal that it has been very successful. Please see example below: 

 

Dane Hill School, Oxted, walk to school path, summer 2018 
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To further address safety, the Parish Council are investing in Speed Indication Devices (SIDs) to 

warn motorists of their speed. The community is looking for a solution that provides safe 

crossing for school times with SIDS available, together with the traffic calming effect of a well-

designed mini roundabout to replace the crossroads. 

 
Recent works in Broadbridge Heath to install such a mini roundabout shows that it was achieved 

in a smaller area than is available at the Barns Green crossroads. Clearly the Barns Green design 

would require experienced engineering guidance to be successful. 
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Wider community support Enter details of wider community support for the proposed project, with evidence to 

support this. 
 

In the village survey conducted in 2016, as part of the Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan, 
the village residents overwhelmingly highlighted their concerns regarding road safety, in 
particular speeding and anti-social driving in our rural lanes. 
 
The traffic problems have been a focus of concern at annual village meetings in 2015, 
2016, 2017 and 2018.  The Parish Council has reacted by putting in place and supporting 
the BGTraffic sub-committee to work on the traffic issues. Our findings were again 
presented at the annual village meeting in 2018 and residents gave unanimous support 
for prioritised action to improve the safety for pedestrians and motorists at the 
crossroads. 
 
Driving behaviour and excessive speed of vehicles through the crossroads needs urgent 
attention, with several accidents reported in recent months. 
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Cost for the implementation of the proposed project Enter details of the likely cost for the 

implementation of the proposed project. 

 

Whilst some generic cost metrics are available, we request costing guidance form West Sussex Highways, to 

meet standards. The request for this work provided by West Sussex Highways in 2017 was £80,000 

 

 

Funding sources Enter details of any funding sources you are aware of that may be available for this project. 

 

We request West Sussex County Council Highways use the Section 106 monies of £79,115 that is available 

for use under DC/1894/12 

 

 

 


